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were based upon Johnson's opposition to recon-
struction or upon his speeches in criticism of Con-
gress. Nothing could be said about his control
of the patronage, though this was one of the un-
written charges. J. W. Schuckers, in his life of
Chase, says that the radical leaders "felt the vast
importance of the presidential patronage; many
of them felt, too, that, according to the maxim
that to the victors belong the spoils, the Republi-
can party was rightfully entitled to the Federal
patronage, and they determined to get possession
of it. There was but one method and that was
by impeachment and removal of the President."

The leading House managers were Stevens,
Butler, Bingham, and Boutwell, all better known
as politicians than as lawyers. The President
was represented by an abler legal array: Curtis,
Evarts, Stanbery, Nelson, and Groesbeck. Jere-
miah Black was at first one of the counsel for
the President but withdrew under conditions not
entirely creditable to himself.

The trial was a one-sided affair. The Presi-
dent's counsel were refused more than six days for
the preparation of the case. Chief Justice Chase,
who presided over the trial, insisted upon regard-
ing the Senate as a judicial and not a political